June 12, 2022 | 10:00 AM | Worship Guide
✞ GOD GATHERS HIS PEOPLE
Welcome & Announcements
Call to Worship
*Opening Songs.………...……..……………………...God is Our Refuge
…...…………PH638 Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow

✞ GOD SHOWS US HIS GRACE
Celebration of the Lord’s Supper
Bread…………………………………………………In Christ Alone
Wine………………………………………………Jesus, Thank You
God’s Call to Faithful Living
Children’s Song of Faithfulness………………PH571 Jesus Loves Me
Bethany Kids 3-6 and Rooted are dismissed
Prayer of God’s people & for the proclamation of the Word

Three Questions you can ask of every sermon:
1. What is God doing in the story?
In this story/sermon, God is…

✞ GOD’S SPEAKS TO US IN HIS WORD
Bible reading: Acts 15:1-35
Message title: “Synod meets”
Prayer of blessing on the message & the offering

2. What is God saying to me?
I hear God’s voice saying through the passage/pastor…

✞ WE RESPOND TO GOD WITH JOY AND COMMITMENT
Thankful giving
Offering: Ministries here at Bethany + Rose City Kids
Installation of Elders & Deacons
*Song of Response.....................PH508 Jesus with Your Church Abide
*God’s Word of Blessing
*Closing Song of Praise……...……...……………....Great Are You Lord
*Postlude

3. What do we get to do?
Because God is doing __________, we get to...

Acts 15:1-35
The Council at Jerusalem
15 Certain people came down from Judea to Antioch and were teaching the
believers: “Unless you are circumcised, according to the custom taught by
Moses, you cannot be saved.” 2 This brought Paul and Barnabas into sharp
dispute and debate with them. So Paul and Barnabas were appointed, along
with some other believers, to go up to Jerusalem to see the apostles and
elders about this question. 3 The church sent them on their way, and as they
traveled through Phoenicia and Samaria, they told how the Gentiles had been
converted. This news made all the believers very glad. 4 When they came to
Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the church and the apostles and elders, to
whom they reported everything God had done through them.
5 Then some of the believers who belonged to the party of the Pharisees stood
up and said, “The Gentiles must be circumcised and required to keep the law
of Moses.”
6 The apostles and elders met to consider this question. 7 After much
discussion, Peter got up and addressed them: “Brothers, you know that some
time ago God made a choice among you that the Gentiles might hear from my
lips the message of the gospel and believe. 8 God, who knows the heart,
showed that he accepted them by giving the Holy Spirit to them, just as he did
to us. 9 He did not discriminate between us and them, for he purified their
hearts by faith. 10 Now then, why do you try to test God by putting on the
necks of Gentiles a yoke that neither we nor our ancestors have been able to
bear? 11 No! We believe it is through the grace of our Lord Jesus that we are
saved, just as they are.”
12 The whole assembly became silent as they listened to Barnabas and Paul
telling about the signs and wonders God had done among the Gentiles through
them. 13 When they finished, James spoke up. “Brothers,” he said, “listen to
me. 14 Simon has described to us how God first intervened to choose a
people for his name from the Gentiles. 15 The words of the prophets are in
agreement with this, as it is written:
16 “‘After this I will return
and rebuild David’s fallen tent.
Its ruins I will rebuild,
and I will restore it,
17 that the rest of mankind may seek the Lord,
even all the Gentiles who bear my name,
says the Lord, who does these things’—

18

things known from long ago.

19 “It is my judgment, therefore, that we should not make it difficult for the
Gentiles who are turning to God. 20 Instead we should write to them, telling
them to abstain from food polluted by idols, from sexual immorality, from the
meat of strangled animals and from blood. 21 For the law of Moses has been
preached in every city from the earliest times and is read in the synagogues on
every Sabbath.”
The Council’s Letter to Gentile Believers
22 Then the apostles and elders, with the whole church, decided to choose
some of their own men and send them to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas.
They chose Judas (called Barsabbas) and Silas, men who were leaders
among the believers. 23 With them they sent the following letter:
The apostles and elders, your brothers,
To the Gentile believers in Antioch, Syria and Cilicia:
Greetings.
24 We have heard that some went out from us without our authorization and
disturbed you, troubling your minds by what they said. 25 So we all agreed to
choose some men and send them to you with our dear friends Barnabas and
Paul— 26 men who have risked their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ. 27 Therefore we are sending Judas and Silas to confirm by word of
mouth what we are writing. 28 It seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us not
to burden you with anything beyond the following requirements: 29 You are to
abstain from food sacrificed to idols, from blood, from the meat of strangled
animals and from sexual immorality. You will do well to avoid these things.
Farewell.
30 So the men were sent off and went down to Antioch, where they gathered
the church together and delivered the letter. 31 The people read it and were
glad for its encouraging message. 32 Judas and Silas, who themselves were
prophets, said much to encourage and strengthen the believers. 33 After
spending some time there, they were sent off by the believers with the blessing
of peace to return to those who had sent them. [34] [d] 35 But Paul and
Barnabas remained in Antioch, where they and many others taught and
preached the word of the Lord.

1. *Mark* the names/titles of all the different people in this
passage. Who all is involved? Who is present? Imagine the story from
their point of view. Who do you most identify with?

2. Circle all the words that refer to God: names, adjectives, etc.
What does this text teach us about who God is?

3. Underline the verbs
What is God doing? What are others doing? What are we invited to do?

4. Put a box around a sentence, phrase, or word that stands out to
you.What do you think the Spirit is saying to you through this passage?

5. Journal a short prayer of response/thanksgiving

